ANTIQUES & INTERIORS

Italian Vacation Without
Antiques? Impossible!

By Toom Silk

his spring, my good friend Joe
Weatherly, an arddse and art

professor, invited me to
accompany his wife and six students on
an art tour of ltaly, Since I speak fluent
Iralian and know my way around lualy, he
thoughe I'd be 2 welcome addition to the
group. Despite having been to Italy about
six dozen times before, this idea intrigued
me because cach of my previous
experiences were rushed o Morthern Iraly,
with my mind mostly focused on buying
antiques. With the focus on art, which I
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lowve, and the thought of visiting places I'd
either never been or hadn'®e visieed in over
30 years, | took Joe's offer on one personal
condition: ne antique shopping! I needed
a break from the world of antiques, and
thiz was to be a vacarfon, nor a business
trip. Mo antiques!

The first day | kept my promise to
myself, only because we were maveling
from Rome to Maples and stopped only to
sbeep. Our second day we explored
Pompeii: stll ok; no antique shops amid
the ruins. Lunch in Sorrento sounded
innocent enough, bur walking through
the town [ thought to myself, “I'll just
have a quick peek in only one shop!”

I introduced myself to the "antiquariato”,
and it was at that moment that [ knew I'd
never be able o keep my promise to
miyselfl 1 saw the most beauriful ivory
crucifix in an omately carved walnue
Baroque frame, which was the most
amaring | had ever seen. The passion and
pain on Christ’s face was felr from my
head o my wes. A large fear overcame me
when [ approached the antiquarato w ask
the price, and that fear was well founded
as he was asking 15,000 Earo, a litde over
520,000,

Had [ seen such a piece from our buyer,
Monica in Milano, the price would have
been half and I still might not have
bought it, as beauriful and moving as it
was, [ was hoping against hope thar chis
wasn't going to be a glimmer of things w
come: prices up to the moon,
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After a couple more days in Rome, the
bug bit me again! | was certain there
must be some antiques for me! [ started
out again, marching up and down the Via
dei Coronari with my buying tools in
hand: a camers, notebook and business
cards. After nearly a full day of searching,
| realized 1 wasn't even going to find a
picce in the style that we carry at
Steven-Thomas. [ saw a lot of Empire
pieces, ehonized and gilded pieces, and
very lirtle carved walnue Renalssance and

Deiail affivory crcifix from Swrenvs, faln

Gothic pieces thar our marker demands.
Dieapire my feet killing me from walling
Rome's seven hills (which felt like 700
hills by the dme I was donel), T was
bound and determined chart [ would find
something | had been secretly looking for.

| had promised one of our best clients,
Diirk, that on my next buying trip to Tualy

Continued on page 6...
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How and Why

to Customize
By Steve Shedd

othing is more grarifying in my
N worle here ar Sreven- Thomas than

being part of the team that
creates lasting beauty and usiliy from
antigue carvings and components picoss.
Our efforts are a fresh escape from the
ready-made, disposable produces offered
everywhere in the new furniture market
today.

Client and designer Jim Shaw feels the
same. The mid 19th eentury Iralian
walnut baldachino (cnopy) seen in the
photo on the right provided the inspira-
tion for Jim as he scoured our facility chis
past spring for ideas of a dreamn bed for
his client, Genery Techune, The resulr is
the custom made king size bed seen on

the adjacent page. The project’s crafting

Shaw Baronial Bed - Detail from bed footbeard

Shre Barowial Bed - Headboard mid-way 1o completion

and finishing relied on STA in-houss
antigues rechnology, and mlent. Measured
by wisual impact and originality, this is the
finest example of its kind I've seen in
thirry years of business.

The bed mid-project can be seen in the
above photo. Here, the original balda-
chino at the top of the headboard was
widened to king bed width. The lighrer
wood s new wood and composives
created in-house by our expert craftsmen

or "ehonistas”

All of us ar STA are proud that no one,
not even our craftsmen, can tell the
difference between original antique
carvings and our foundry composites. If
you have not already done so, 1 invite you
£ vislt our on-siee kivchen crafred from
antique buffets and composite work and
put me to the test!

Unformunarely, dhere is a moyth today chat

“composite,” “cast” or “copy mecans
“inferior.” The myth comes out of a public
misunderstanding thar casts must be
Inferior to the orlginal since products
today are built to be disposable. Most
composite copies in the furniture industry
today are done inexpensively and quickdy.

The composite production practices at
STA are anything but cheap and quick.
Owur composites are equal to the original
hand carving in both appearance and
longeviry. Lok ar the incredibly fine
detall Wuserated 1n the cast work In the
lion mask faces in the photo on the left!

For now, our foundry acriviry cenrers on
special projecs for clients like designer
Jim Shaw who believe in and understand
the advantages of this system for custom-
ized projects. When the public perceprion
chanpes on composites, STA will consider
replacing missing antique carvings and

AN EXAMPLE OF OUR IN-HOUSE CUSTOMIZATION




moldings on original antigues with
compaosives rather than wood. But for
now, the restoration you see on our
showroom foor is neardy 100% wood
rather than composite.

The best way to understand the composiee
system used at 5TA 15 to compare it to
one with long standing acceptance:
bronze castings from the lost wax process
of duplicaring. Let’s pretend we wanr 1o
mmake a bronze statue like Michelangelo's
David. Once we've found our sculptor,
the ardst will render his impression of
David in terracota or clay. Next, wax is
placed over the rerracorta Diavid. After
thar, another layer of erracotra is placed
over the wax and hardened. Multiple
holes are then drilled through the wop
layer of terracorta where molten bronze is
then poured, vaporizing the wae. When
the top layer of rerracona ks broken away
you are left with a bronze of David. From
this original, 2 mold is then foundered.
This mold can then be used to recreate (or
srrike) additional Davids.

For fine bronzes, the process is called lost
wax because the wax placed over the
original sculprure is lost when the molen
bronee vaporizes the wax. The value of
the foundered bronze - or STAS compos-
ites — is then determined by the closeness
of the strike to the original casting, as
detail is lost with each copy made, with
the firsr duplicarion always being of
greaness value

We at STA do not hire a master
woodcarver for the panels and pediments
for each of our dient’s special project
because we have all the originals provided
to us by the master 19th century wood-
carvers who have left their legacy in the
pediments, panels and figured carvings of
STA furnirure.

Our molds are formed in a much less

complicared manner from the lost wax
system, but with the same principle of
copring the detail of the original as closely
as possible. Sines our molds are only used
a few times, there is no loss of derail from
the original, leaving us with finely derailed
composites,

Once out of the mold, the individual
picce is chastened and sanded to remove
any rough edges and restore the finest
details if needed. The composite 18 then
secured to the body of the project and is
ready for our old world STA finish.

A combination of stains, glazes, lacquer-
ing, and hand-waxing results in the finest
old world hnishes on the market. This
process guarantees that our newly created
work is incorporated and blended
perfectly with the original 19th cenrury

work on each and every project.

We have recently completed a “Before and
Afrer” album thar will take you through
the step-by-step process of many of the
custom projects we have complered for
our cients. The album is avatlable at our
front counter for you to browse. Our
design consultants and owners will be
more than pleased to answer questions on
how our unique process can meet your
most challenging needs.

I'll leave you with this final thought: there
is & general saying in our business, “Buy
whar the dealer has in his home." Well,
my home library i 2 combinaton of
thirty running feet of original antique
panels and their composite twin, and both
my wife and I just love ic!

Shaw Baronial Bed - The complrted bed affer owr ol wordd 5TH fimick

ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE!




KNew Arrivals

MNeogothic Sideboard,
France, ¢ 1940

N;:::Eniiccf:;];iﬁn Carved Oak Bookcase

Rare 3-Piece Rosewood Clock Ser, Holland, c. 1900
France, c. 1870

Meopochic Dining Set
- - FE:tnnE:, c, i‘::;agﬂ
Oak Bookcase, France, ¢ 1930

= .Euhji:_i:l: to 1'-"1'1:_1r Sale -

GET 15% OFF THESE NEW ARRIVALS
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Gothic Armchair
France, c. 1880

Czothic Halleree, France, c. 1880

Carved Walnur Lion Base Table
ltaly, c. 1880

3-Door Bookcase, ]l:ﬂ}.-' c. 1900

Hand Painted Oak Throne Chair, Oak Neogothic Throne Chair,
Fm, c. 1920 = Euhjﬂ:[ o Prior Lale - Frﬂ.ﬂﬂ-ﬂ, . 1880

WHEN YOU BRING IN THIS NEWSLETTER!*
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Ttalian Vacation Without
Antiques? Impossible!

Continued from page 1...

I would search for a unique, impornt,
and expensive bedroom set for him!

The next day [ escaped from my group
once again, and this tdme declded o look
for smallet, less prestigious dealers in the
old Jewish Ghetto district in hopes of
stumbling upon Dirk's bed ser. My feet
were still killing me as 1 was hobbling
around the narrow streets in the swelter-
ing Roman summer heat, not really
knowing where | was going and too

exhausred 1o try o figure our my map.

My mind was ser though, and | just
couldn't let Dirk down. 1 talked to dozens
of proprictors, hoping that [ would find
one good connection. MNothing!

| began to think, “lraly is a counery filled
with art and antiques so how am [ batting
zerol” It's not like T had never gone o a
new city before mo find antiques. Thirty
years ago, when we were only dealing in
Milano, | opened up the English, Danizh,
Torino and Genova markets for STA. It
was casy then! I simply looked in the local

yellow pages and found where the antique
dealers were clustered, and in those days
the dealers were loaded with treasures, just
waiting for Steve and me w buy them. I
then decided thar Rome was not going o
offer me anything other than sightseeing,
and sore feer.

MNext stop: four days in Florence. My
appreciation of art had grown tremen-
dously, and thanks o Joe all of our
musewm visits were pre-arranged so we
didn't have to smnd in the queues
enger. However, the sightseeing only

5 Questions to Consider Before Buying Home Furnishings

1. Is ithis an Investment?

You don't buy a car without considering whar if's worth even after you delve ir. You don't buy a house in a neighborhood where
the marker will only go down. So why would you not consider these same things when buying the furnioere you pur in your
home? Antigues tend o hold their value and can appreciare, whereas new furninure is usually just given away.

2. Does thiz store offer costomization?

We all know the importance of half an inch, bue why let it keep you from buying a piece you love? Or, “If only this could fic
our TWT" Where ar most home furnishing stores it's a *How you see It Is how It comes™ philosophy, ours is “Anything is
possible.” You wanr a 52" LCD TV inside thar armolre, we will make it happen, Heck, we'll even come over and warch the

Trojans bear the Bruins with you.

3. Does the store offer a certificate of authenticiny?

Let’s face i, accidents happen! In the event of a fire, flood or an earthquake, if your fumiture is damaged it may as well be
considered trash. Ar Steven-Thomas, we offer certificates of authenticity for Insurance purposes, staring the value, descriprion,
circa dare, origin, the invoice number and date you purchased them on.

4. Is there a Trade-Up policy if | change my mind or move?

Sometimes people move or simply wane to change the feel of their home. If you try 1o ke your bed ser back o any number of
big box stores one, two or even three years later, they wouldn't even offer you an ear 1o listen to the request char they buy thar
bed ser back. At Steven-Thomas, we affer 909% af what you paid on your purchase for up o three years! There's nothing more
comforting than knowing vour furniture soll has ar least 90% of fs value for up o three years.

5. Can | find these items anywhere elsel?

The most common answer s, ves! Why waste vour dme shopping around for a plece of furniture thar you, your next door
neighbor, your mom and your undle all have? Ar Steven- Thomas, you are not likely to find any other piece like whart you'll find
here. With custom homes and custom cars aplenty, why not have furniure char is completely unique o only you?

CONGRATULATIONS TO §

STEVE AND TERRI ON THEIR




disrracred me from antdquing for a brief

frpDfen.

I hoped that Florence would be berter
than Rome, so [ asked the owner of our
gmall horel where [ would find the
“antique districrs.” Luekily, one was on
the other side of my hotel, so instead of
taking the *Chianti Wine Tour™ with the
rest of the group, 1 set off early in the
morning, buying tols in hand yet again.
I was just sure thar | would fulfll Dirdds

regjuest.

At first, | found many of the shops looked
intimidaring; locked doors seem o give
that feeling. Bur then [ thought abour it
and remembered that STAs front doors
were nicer than T would see here, and how
could I be intimidated when [ have a
world-class antique store of my own. So |
wiped my brow and marched on. Each
time [ introduced myself and handed my
business card over, [ was welcomed with
open arms. Each had their share of
exquisite pieces, but ar prices beyond
whart | would ever pay. Florence offered
me nothing more than Rome had!

Throughout my search, one re-occurring
thought struck me. Marlket conditions
have changed so dramartically over the
past thirty years that it would be impos-
sible for anybody to start in the antigue
business today like Steve and 1 did chirry
years ago withour a nerwork of reliable
suppliers. It made me appreciate the
valuable resource and relationship we had
developed with Monica, Vanni and the
nerwork of dealers throughout Enrope

berpal 1o STA.

It was alwo great to network with other
Italian dealers and hear each version of the
commion theme oo all in the small world
of antiques: the finest quality anriques are
becoming Increasingly scarce and ir has
become quite difficult to explain this fact

to clients. 1 was surprised, bur proud, thar
eeveral knew of Steven- Thamas sven In
areas that we do not frequent, Many had
worked with dealers we've worked with in
Italy over the past 30 years, It made me
feel like a real veteran of cthis business!

Focusing back on shopping, [ knew |
would find something when T met with
our buyer and good friend, Monica in
Milano, Dedicared o their work, Monica
and her parrner Vanni scour laly exclu-
sively for STA. As soon as we gor seotled
into our hotel, T quickly dimbed aboard
the mumber 24 tram for the crowded and
always entertaining 25-minute ride wo
Monicas Hede shop and warehouse, which
had two months worth of treasures.

Upon arrival, I was amazed at the qualicy
and excellent condition of the stocked
warehouse of antiques available to me, or
already purchased for me. And best of all,
the prices were affordable! What a
difference from Bome and Florence!
Whairing for me was an exquisite, highly
carved bedroam set {not quite unique
enough for Dick), several beaudful
wrought iron chandeliers, an important

executive’s library ser, and an emaotional
art nouveau bronze plagque of an unknown
soldier; more than a container of goods
just waiting to be shipped. Monica and
Wanni had really come through for us. It
was 2 grear way to end my trip.

Finding the good stuff at the dght price is
about trust and relationships. It’s not all
the glamour some would make it our wo
be. Ir's abour trusting the narives who have
proven they will pur forward the effart
through hot summer days or bone chilling
nights, When the time comes for Sweve
and me to retire, we will leave the next
generarion of leadership ar Steven-Thomas
with valuable resources and relationships
that can't be developed over night.

Did I feel like my vacation was slighoed
because [ spent so much time antigue
shopping? Mot ar all, in fact ir added o
my trip. This is what I've done for 30
years, and ir's undeniably who T am. 1
didn't find the bed set I was looking for,
but Dirk is parient, and so are we. Not
everything comes easily. Especlally in the
antique business,
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